DISPATCH bpeveLormeNT

GRAND
ENTRANCE

Renowned architecr Frank Gchl'_\' and Related Companies’
anticipated development The Grand LA will bring 164,000
square feet of shopping, dining and enterrainment to
Downtown Los Angeles—while uniting the cultural communiry.

BY JASMIN ROSEMBERG
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Bernerd & Pareners
designed the lobby
of Conrad Los
Angeles with holistic
clements char reflect
nature Jl'll.l 4 I'll' art,
architecrure and
culture of TLA;
le'; F“l’\t raMrms,

like chis presidential
bedroom, boast Hoor

[ .'ritinF windows.
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‘ ‘ he vision for this project
started with Eli Broad back
inthe 19908, SaYS Rick \-l\gi‘].
senior vice ]"'I'L"ﬂ\.i"ﬂ] of Relared
Companies (relared.com)—the
real estare powerhouse behind Downrown Los Angeles
:.._“:I'L".IJ‘.L!]"I'l'llliill"._._“ new mixed-use propercy The Grand LA
(t |'IL'\E:.I".[ ndla.com), which will l\-l;i n its debur in lare spring,
“|Broad] was really Erying o create his cultural corridor
[h.“ l"."'-l'.l{ ]\L' lhl.‘ ]3|'.|.L'I.' A hl.\l-l.- .\\.]]_\L._'_L']L'I‘.L‘h \\llll]tl I.'l.'ll.'l‘l.'.“ C
Sports team wins, ma athons, every [|1in\=; that br ings a cicy
together. He always imagined a collection of culrural assets
thar would line both sides of Grand Avenue—bur one
thar would require some form of real eseate development
project to really anchor it and ereate a m'i._'.;|1|.u~| hood.”

The County and City of Los Angeles and the
Community Redeve |u1~|||u:u Agency (CRA) .I"."l'."ILI:_".HL'LI.'
|'.|.||.1.|. ll'l.’\\ W n a |'||.{ ]|‘L‘]\.L'|.l [ L]L"\-l ||.'||‘L'!.‘\-. I\\ v H.".l.”]'.'!.'. |.||'|
with Frank Gehry, and we won the competition in 2004
with a very forward |UU]\L|1:.; |"| an that added about 3.2
million s(uare feet thar would really ereate a 24/7, fully
functioning neighborhood, developed in three phases”

says Vogel, “Bur the key to our selection was the Facr we
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Clockwise From wop left:
Architea Frank Gehry wanved
The Grand LA to feel accessible
and rir_hr tor the nriFhl'h!ri'“nu]:
the development s scross from

Gehry's Wake Disney Concert

Hall: con necting the hotel and

residential towers isa pquL
r*ﬂ?l [hﬂf“"ll h1ﬂ CVEMTS.

committed to spending over $50 million o develop Grand
Park—which I think is one of the grear assers we have in
Downtown Los Angeles, and now hosts the largest New
Year’s Eve party on the West Coast and the largest Fourdh

of July celebration”

Over the next decade, Downrown rransformed as a
result of their effores: The 12-acre Grand Park n]\‘::ni in
2012, the Emerson ]'.l\ul'_\ 270-unir residential lﬂl"t‘.]‘l\‘\
finished in 2014 and contemporary art museum The Broad
debured in 2015. The centerpiece of this project would
be The Grand, an archirectural complement ro Gehry's

adjacent Walt Disnev Concert Hall. The ream envisioned

affordable housing, accessible rerail and public venues

serving the community. “Ste ]'-]u':‘_- Ross, our chairman,
e ;
cally wanred to creare a place thar Angelenos could go ro
i e £

as a destination.” savs Vogel of the space that would be a
't I

must-visit for tourists and “knit ru‘s.;..'-:lk':" the n..-'::.;hlm-l ing
culrural institurions like the Music Center, The Broad,

the Colburn School and the Museum of Contemporary
Art (MOCA). \.n&:u| also saw ir as a conc u-l:,:u “If vou
want to know whar's going on, come to The Gr and, have
some dinner, [and| one of our ambassadors can help you

"Il'lll tickers to a show or to The Broad.

The 1.6 million-square-foot project consists of a
45-story residenrial rower with 436 luxury unirs—20%
of which is affordable housing—and the 28-story, 305

room Conrad Los Angeles (hilton.com), boch opening in

\OM THE START,
[ WAS TRYING
10 DESIGN
SOMETHING THAT
l [T THE SCALE
AND CHARACTER
Ol THI
SURROUNDING
ARTS DISTRICT”

—FRANK GEHRY

lare spring. Connecting the two towers is alarge }l::lw.u plaza wich landscaped
t E t } }
terraces thar will host ourdoor events, and the over 164,000 square feet of rerail

space coming lace fall will house .lill':l‘.::. \|‘Lo11'|.‘i ng and entertainment conceprs,
t t E
1

But, it was imporcant this structure didn't feel rowering or overdominaring, like

the high-rise office buildings built in the 1980s on Bunker Hill (whose corridor,
from ']L-:up'n.- to Third screets, is En-in; rebranded as Grand Avenue Arts).
“From the start, | was trving o design something char fir the scale and
character of the surrounding Arts Districe.” savs Gehry, who created the three
level rerail space ro teel soft and level with MOCA and Colburn. The complex
includes a central open plaza he calls the “urban room.” gently receding rowers
and ineredible -i;;:.ulim.':- o his Wale Disney Concert Hall—on which theyv'll do

projections. “We had alot of challenges along the way, but I think we've managed
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Clockwise From i |rrl:_||n|" Andres f\'p:mi\h bistro San Laurel ar Conrad
Los Angeles will serve veal osso buco; coconut ceviche From Andrés' adjacent
Latin and Asan rooftop spoi: the pool };riit kitchen at Conrad Los '\n]_:rlr\

to make somerhing thar feels good 1o be in and right for

the neighborhood.” Adds Vogel: “Frank Gehry's genius was

OO LAY N Dt

[0 Creare a |;|1':..:r project thar didn't teel |;|1':..:l'."

Jose Andrés (joseandres.com), who introduced his

s

Hj'r_nm-.h cuisine to Los .\lly‘l\‘k with The Bazaar in 2008, is
helming rwo original dining concepts on the oth floor of
Con I';'IL] Los .'\II;L‘h‘»., “Ar San | .',u|n‘| .\'l'l |‘|;|\:‘ the H;'l\nl\' nr.
Spainusing all the beauriful ingrniir:uﬁ of the Golden State,
like a veal osso buco for rwo, n*ri| led romaine with Parmesan
espuma and crab croqueras,” says Andres of the all-day
dining experience, which will accompany a chic roofrop
restaurant with beach clubvibes. “Ar Agua Viva, we have a
mix of Lacin and Asian flavors with shared places like young
coconur ceviche, ribeve burger, abalone and shiicake, and pifia
horracha” The Grand will also conrain an ourpost of Andres
Bazaar Mear steakhouse; “It will share the spirit of those in
Las Vegas and t".]ﬁung:_n but be its own destination wo discover”
In addition o ]LLmL_\ liw ing, .\]1u|1]‘in‘:.'1 and llillill:.;\ the
inclusive .L'\L'lnpnh'm that's been decades in the J!!'.LJ\'.i.I]Ih;
will have something for everyone. Rerail outlers will serve a
wide range of price poines, and accessible culeural programs,
pet formances and celebrations are lL'ki".:l'I\.'ll o bn ing the
community together, “Ios not for the rich and famous”
promises Vogel, who plans to activate the public plaza wich
music and ares programs and to occasionally close down
Grand Avenue—only for special public, not private, events

“\h.':\. Ill'H.llI wWiant mw go |l:|‘\ Can expensive tlilllll'l |'I|.'I". Ko

can find it Bur yvou can also find a $10lunch” o
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